Burton Leonard 

Open Parish Meeting

will be in St Leonard’s Hall

Monday 11 May 2009 at 
7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Paul Bapoo – PB, Avril Clarke – AC, Mark Snowdon (Chairman) – MS, Rob Trewitt – RT; District Cllr Ian Galloway - IG; County Cllr Heather Garnett – HG; Becky Coates (Clerk) – BC; and four members of the public.

1. Notice to convene the meeting.

The meeting started at 7.35pm.

2. Chairman’s report of the last 12 months.

Looking back through old minutes there are two topics which crop up with 
tedious regularity.
 
First: Dog mess. Why people are happy to permit their dogs to leave mess everywhere? All the council bins may be used for the disposal of dog mess (enclosed in a suitable bag).  We shall be following up (again) with the dog wardens and prosecuting those caught.
 
Second: The Village Greens. We have continual problems with damage being caused to various areas of the village greens by residents.  We have started a process of clarifying the exact rights and obligations around the greens.  We will be submitting amendments to the register of greens and approaching a number of residents to seek clarification of ownership and rights.  Our legal advice is simple – prevent all access over the greens by motor vehicles.  However, we recognise that this would lead to difficulties for many and the possibility of extensive legal action.  Residents should be aware that the parish council is being extremely reasonable in its dealings with this matter.
 
Highways:
We have suffered great disappointment after long term negotiations with the Highways Authority.  Over the last year there have been a number of meetings which led to agreement over the measures to be taken on a number of issues including speed signs and limits.  This has come to nothing when the manager we have been dealing with left; seemingly leaving no notes/details for his successor.
The interim manager initially totally rejected everything which had been agreed due to limited funds.  A new permanent management team is in place (from April).  The Parish Council has requested clarification of the situation and are awaiting a meeting to sort out exactly what the state of play is.  At the very 
least we are hopeful that following a hiatus there may be greater reliability.
 
Planning:
The Local Development Framework continues despite the freefall in the property market.  It seems likely that government change may lead to entirely new structures.  We continue to monitor and will respond as necessary.  We still regard the current approach as fundamentally flawed and failing to take into account the needs of the Harrogate district.
 
Conservation Area:
The draft conservation area document is now open for consultation.  We are pleased to see that it seems a more accurate and detailed document than the previous version.  Also it gives support to the Parish Councils policy of opposing moves to a more urban feel.  That is to say street furniture, etc.  We will be discussing in more detail the possibility of design guidelines/article 4 notices.
 
Expenditure:
Repair of the listed drinking fountain by the church looks as if it will be a substantial cost with very few firms prepared to quote at all and an initial quotation of £8K.  (Stop Press: After several months of chasing a 2nd quote arrived days before the meeting - £2.5K)
 
Substantial grant has been made to the BL first responders to enable the purchase of new training equipment.  We would like to encourage residents to support this local group by volunteering.  The Parish Council is always open to requests from village groups for funds.
 
We hope to avoid extensive costs with regard to low green.  Yorkshire Water and the Environment agency have been consulted and the upshot seems to be that the ground water levels are getting higher around the area.
 
Finally, I would remind residents that members of the parish council are all unpaid volunteers who are doing their best to protect the village environment.  The Parish Council can only act within the legal framework available and frequently have little power to force any particular course of action.


I would point out that there are current vacancies for magistrates, MEPs and probably M.P.s before long. All of those posts offer attractive salaries and expenses.

3. Statement of accounts.

All cllrs have a copy of the statement for the whole year 2008/09.  We have a reasonable balance of money available.  We have a potential large expenditure on the kerbing project on the high green.

4. Any local issues that are causing concern.

a)
Low green drainage – something needs to be done about the flooding.  The environmental agency has recommended we change it into a pond.  BC to contact Keith Holler in Hampswaite to see if he is able to do anything for drainage.
b)
Flooding between Straight Lane and Birkhills which is believed to be surface drainage.  BC to arrange a meeting with Yorkshire Water to discuss drainage in the village.

c)
Broadband – improved but some still struggling to get good access.  PB advised to contact BT for advice as everyone should now be able to get a good signal for broadband.

5. Closure of meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.

Please note that the Annual Parish Council meeting will immediately follow the Open Parish Meeting.

Chairman
…………………………………………………………

Dated

…………………………………………………………

