Burton Leonard Parish Council

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Monday 7th June 2010 at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Paul Bappoo – PB, Marie Barker (Vice Chairman) – MB, Avril Clarke – AC, Mark Snowdon (Chairman) – MS, Rob Trewitt – RT; District Cllr Ian Galloway - IG; Becky Coates (Clerk) – BC; and 3 members of the public.

1. Receive apologies

County Cllr Heather Garnett – HG
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda

MS and PB declared a possible personal interest in item 9 of the agenda regarding parking in the village.

3. Members of the public are invited to address the council

None

4. Such other business as, in the opinion of the chairman, should by reason of special circumstances, be considered as a matter of urgency

a) Village High Green

The responsibility for maintaining the high green rests with the school.  The Parish Council granted vehicular access subject to conditions of the school being fully responsible for maintaining the access road and cutting the grass on the top green.  A sequence of minute items shows an ongoing debate with the school and a clear obligation is there.  MS has looked into the cost of buying machinery to see if it would be more cost effective to have our own machinery but issues of where to store it, insurance and who would be responsible were raised.  BC to write a letter to school as a matter of  urgency and request a response within 7 days – it is causing extreme unrest in the village and the school’s misunderstanding needs to be dealt with locally.
5. Minutes of the Open meeting held on Monday 10th May 2010 to be approved

The minutes were approved.  MS proposed, MB seconded.

6. Minutes of the Annual meeting held on Monday 10th May 2010 to be approved

The minutes were approved.  MS proposed, MB seconded.

7. Planning 

a. 6.68.5.D.FUL installation of 10 replacement windows at the Royal Oak; an appeal has been made in 7th May 2010.
The appeal was noted.

b. 6.68.157.B.FUL erection of single storey side extension at 2 Burnett Close, planning permission was refused on 24th May 2010; to be noted.

8. Matters arising – Clerk’s report (for information only)

a) Planning

The enforcement at the house in the North East end of the village is ongoing.
b) North Yorkshire Highways

i)
Mill lane parking bay project

We have instructed HBC to proceed with this project and to include us with project planning etc.  We are still awaiting further contact, BC to chase.

c)
VAT return

We have made a VAT repayment claim for 1/4/09 to 31/3/10 and have received £726.16.


d)
Daffodil Bulbs

Daffodils have been reserved and will be available to collect in October 2010.  This year the daffodil bulbs are a variety called Ice Follies which has a pale yellow trumpet with white outer petals.

e)
Commuted Sums

Money has not yet been received from the new house in the village, it is still being investigated by Sean Wright, BC to forward details to IG to follow up.
f)
Water Fountain – Grade II Listed
Quotes are still being obtained from several possible contractors two quotes have to be submitted for possible 50% funding – problems finding the right people who can do the job.  BC to send a photo and info into Clerks & Councils Direct for help.
g) 
Traffic Mirror

Ongoing – currently on hold.

9. Parking in the village & obstructions caused

Parking on the green has recently been an issue, to be observed and if necessary follow up with a letter.

Obstructions are being caused by vehicles being parked on blind bends and hill tops.  BC to arrange more leaflets to be printed.  MS to speak to people concerned.

10. Review of passenger transport services and home to school transport services in Harrogate and the surrounding area; to discuss & respond by 30th June.
Need a link to No 36 from village, suggest mini bus service which would be safer on lanes.  MS to draft a letter and email to cllrs for comments.

11. Harrogate & Knaresborough Service Centre Transportation Strategy; questionnaire to return by 8th June – regarding improving transport infrastructure in the area.

All in Harrogate which are irrelevant to us.

12. Community Resilience Scheme – creating a scheme to enable our local community to start responding to an emergency/incident until other resources and help can be allocated to support us.

Need to put something together with key holders for village halls, contacts eg WI, vulnerable adults.  BC to invite to meeting and publicise.

13. Proposals to develop a Parish Charter to improve communications between parishes and local authorities; consultation questions to answer and return by 15th July.

MS to read through and respond if necessary.

14. Financial

a. Statement of accounts for the current financial year
All cllrs have a copy.  
b. Internal and External Audit; to review, sign and return.
This was approved and signed by the Chairman and the RFO/Clerk.
c. Yorkshire Water standing charges for pump near church; £6.00 to pay.

MS proposed, MB seconded.

d. Any urgent financial matters that have arisen since publication of this notice

None

15. Minor items and items for the next agenda

a) Low green drainage
Yorkshire Water (YW) have been a couple of weeks ago with a positive outcome and recommendations have been made that the pipes concerned should be considered as public, adopted and therefore YW’s responsibility.  This has yet to be formally accepted and YW will get in touch with Nick Sambidge. 

b) Low green triangle 

Seeding damaged areas has been promised previously, MB to follow up.

c) Dog issues

A number of issues have been reported to cllrs by members of the public, MS to report these to the Dog Warden.

16. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 5th July 2010 at 7.30pm in St Leonards Hall.

17. Closure of meeting

The meeting closed at 9.35 pm.
Chairman
………………………………………………Dated........………………

