Burton Leonard Parish Council

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Monday 6th July 2009 at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Paul Bapoo – PB, Avril Clarke – AC, Mark Snowdon (Chairman) – MS, Rob Trewitt – RT; District Cllr Ian Galloway - IG; Becky Coates (Clerk) – BC; and 9 members of the public.

1. Receive apologies

Cllr Marie Barker (Vice Chairman) – MB; County Cllr Heather Garnett – HG
2. Such other business as, in the opinion of the chairman, should by reason of special circumstances, be considered as a matter of urgency
None

3. Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 1st June 2009 to be approved
The minutes were approved.  MS proposed, AC seconded.

4. Planning 

a. 6.68.75.D.FUL Notification of a planning application to erect a single storey rear extension at The Old Butchers Shop, Station Lane.
The plans were viewed and discussed.  A neighbour raised concerns about possible overshadowing over his property.  The cllrs agreed and proposed to respond to HBC with neither supports nor objects to the proposals but seeks safeguards to ensure that there is no overshadowing over the neighbours home at Cobblers Cottage. 

b. 6.68.122.B.FUL Notification of a planning application to erect a first floor rear extension at Hillside, Station Lane.

This application was withdrawn on 3rd July 2009.

c. Woodlands Farm

This is a replacement of a temporary cabin into a four bedroom house, we have received no paper work or notification for this application.  IG to check the status.
5. Matters arising – Clerk’s progress report (for information only)
a)
Village water pump

We are still waiting to hear back from Dales Water Services who have said that there is someone who has done similar work and he will be in touch. 

b)
North Yorkshire Highways

Ongoing BC emailed again (cc HG) on 23rd June with no response. I am trying to progress the kerbing and speed assessment projects.  The issues that are ongoing are as follows:

i) Kerbing


ii) Speed Assessment & Signage


iii) SLOW linage marking in wrong place


iv) Grass crete verge – highways are prioritising all funded projects


v)  Request for mirror opposite village shop

We now have a list of approved contractors which can be used if the plans for the kerbing on the high green are approved.  PB to follow up.

c)
Low Green drainage

Philip Rumford met MS, MB, AC and BC on 2nd July and gave advice as to what we could do to improve the drainage on the green.  He has since sent a quote for £6,164 including VAT.  To be discussed at No 8 of today’s agenda.

d)
Square Green bollard posts

We have received and paid for 6 posts which are due to be put in prior to the Feast on Saturday 11th July.  John Downes, is due to be doing the work on Tuesday 7th July 2009.
e)
Accounts Notice of Audit

The Notice of Audit is on the notice board which specifies that the audit and other financial documents will be available for inspection for a period of 20 days.

f)
VAT Repayment

We have received a VAT repayment of £90.47 for the last accounting year 2008/09.  This will now be claimed annually.
6. Standing Orders – Review
The template document is very formal, MS to review and adapt for further discussion in September’s meeting.  We want to include the public to allow them to discuss relevant topics.

7. Letter from Burton Leonard Women’s Institute re WI trough

AC to follow up.

8. Low Green Drainage – General discussion & quote from HACS Construction

The cllrs had a long discussion about the low green with Nick Sambidge and Yvonne Watson.  The primary aim is to reduce flooding but nobody knows what is there and who is responsible for it.  In the short term Yorkshire Water will send out a contractor to alleviate the problem and they are leaning towards accepting responsibility.  Last year when a quarter of the green was flooded the manhole lid was above the level of water but upon looking inside it was not full.  It was agreed that thorough investigation was required into what is actually there.  The following plan was agreed; 

i)
Nick Sambidge and Cllrs to meet with drainage maps and investigate on the green on Monday 20th July at 7pm

ii)
request a thorough investigation of the chamber by Yorkshire Water

iii)
arrange a series of percolation tests & water table investigation by HACS (roughly £350), this will only be necessary if there is no pipe leading under the Chapel and therefore to assess the need for a soak away. 
9. Financial
a. Statement of accounts for the current financial year
All cllrs have a copy.  Bank statement reconciles with the balance of accounts.

b. Bank Account
Local authority is specifically excluded and not covered under FSA and therefore there is no investors protection.  It was agreed that the bank account needs security as a priority rather than a better interest rate.  PB to arrange to be a signatory with the bank.

c. Clerk’s Salary £574.02 to pay

The Clerk’s salary was approved.  MS proposed, RT Seconded.

d. Yorkshire Water £7.21 to pay
MS proposed, RT seconded.

e. Any urgent financial matters that have arisen since publication of this notice
None

10. Minor items and items for the next agenda

None

11. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 3rd August 2009 at 7.30pm in St Leonards Hall.

12. Closure of meeting
The meeting closed at 9.35pm.

Chairman
………………………………………………………………

Dated

………………………………………………………………

