Burton Leonard Parish Council

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Monday 1st August 2011 at 7.30pm

Present:, Cllr Marie Barker (Vice Chairman) – MB, Avril Clarke – AC, Rob Trewitt - RT; Becky Coates (Clerk) – BC; County Cllr Heather Garnett – HG; District Cllr Ian Galloway – IG.    11 members of the public.

Initially general discussions took place as there was no quorum. The meeting officially started at 7.50pm.
1. Receive apologies

Cllrs Mark Snowdon (Chairman) – MS, Paul Bappoo – PB
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda

AC – items 8 and 9

3. Members of the public are invited to address the council

None

4. Such other business as, in the opinion of the chairman, should by reason of special circumstances, be considered as a matter of urgency
None

5. Minutes of the meeting on Monday 4th July to be approved
The minutes were approved; MB proposed, AC seconded.

6. Planning applications
a. 6.68.174.FUL Extension of existing conservatory at Oldfield House, Scarah Lane - planning permission granted on 12th July 2011; to be noted.
b. 6.68.57.B.FUL erection of two storey and first floor extension and installation of 1 roof light (Revised Scheme) at 3 Church Lane; to review, discuss and respond.
The application had been revised with suggestions from the Conservation Area reps so that the development looks like a pair of converted cottages.  The original 4 roof lights are to be reduced to only 2.  Windows overlooking neighbouring properties to rear and side, concerns were raised by a resident.  Cllrs decided to respond with C; does not object or support but wishes to make comments regarding overlooking windows.
c. 6.68.128.F.FUL installation of 10 solar panels and heat reclaim to existing roof slopes at Thornfield Farm, Apron Lane, Burton Leonard; to review, discuss and respond.
Solar panels to be put on the garage roof and cannot be seen from the road.  No objections from neighbouring properties.  Cllrs decided to respond with A; no objections.

d. 6.68.51.F.FUL demolition of redundant barn and erection of semi-detached dwelling and 1.8m high boundary wall (site area 0.03ha) at Flatts House, Scarah Lane, Burton Leonard; to review, discuss and respond.
Discussions took place about the plans and generally the neighbouring residents are happy about them but a number of concerns were raised.  There was extreme concern regarding demolition of the building and safe removal of the asbestos. The 1.8m high wall – height and density could affect sighting from road for vehicles. Within the last 150 years it was an industrial factory and it stopped being used as a research workshop and factory in 1978.  Wildlife – there are currently bats and possibly owls that live there.  Access to flats cottage is to be removed but there is no indication where the new access would be and parking for the property.  Cllrs agreed to respond with C; does not object or support but wishes to make comments & safeguards as detailed above. 
7. Matters arising - Clerk’s progress report (for information only)
a) North Yorkshire Highways 

a. Salt bin

We are still waiting for the salt bin to be delivered; it was paid for in April.

b. Pot holes

Maintenance for potholes on Scarah Lane and Apron Lane have been requested again.
b) Footpaths

The footpaths behind Birkhills and the Dolly walk are going to be skimmed/cleared.

c) Water Fountain – Grade II Listed
Further investigation & enquiries are taking place; ongoing.
d) Traffic Mirror
Mirror to be placed on the post opposite blind corner near shop.  Ongoing - MS.

8. Sign to identify the school location; an update.
Residents raised concerns about the sign and the urgency of getting the sign erected before the school re-opens in September.

Suggestions have been put forward to Highways to find a suitable sign to be placed on or near the green.  Cllrs confirmed that at no time has the parish council tried to stop a sign being placed but it is a matter of getting the right sign in the right place which will not harm the look of the conservation area.  Highways have only given us the option of a 2.1m sign to be placed on the corner of the green; a low level wooden sign would not be suitable.  YLCA have advised that there is no blanket agreement that Highways have a right over the 1m edge of the green and have suggested we get confirmation of this statement in writing.
Communications with Highways are ongoing and the council will try to get confirmation of a suitable sign as soon as possible.

9. School access; an update.
MB attended the governors meeting on 6th July.  At the meeting the governors confirmed that they would not honour the original agreement and that they would not agree to a new agreement in writing or verbally.  It is clear that there is no room for negotiation.  All information & evidence to be forwarded to the YLCA legal advisors for advice and to establish a resolution.  It was mentioned that the precept may have to be revised to cover the cost of any future maintenance of the access road if the school are not prepared to accept responsibility for it.
10. Letter from Burton Leonard Playground Appeal requesting financial support; to discuss and respond.
Cllrs agreed (with only 3 cllrs present) to financially support the playground appeal initially with £100 but with the hope that the full council will be able to review this and donate more grant at the end of the financial year.  To confirm in writing.
11. Declaration of interest; cllrs to renew their interest forms.
BC to get forms from Member services.  Deferred to next meeting.

12. Letter of complaint received regarding persistent parking on the square green.
Cllrs are aware of the ongoing issues of parking on the greens and are monitoring the situation.
13. Financial

a. Statement of accounts for the current financial year
All cllrs have a copy.

b. Any urgent financial matters that have arisen since publication of this notice
Invoice received from Mark Roberts for tree maintenance; £720 to pay.
MB proposed, AC seconded.

c. Community Chest

Harrogate Borough Council Community Chest grant aid scheme is open for applications from community and voluntary groups until 23rd September 2011.  Grants of between £500 and £3000 are available and application forms and guidance notes are available to download from www.harrogate.gov.uk/voluntary.
14. Minor items and items for the next agenda

a. Low Green drainage

Yorkshire Water have been and the drainage is ok now.

b. Sustainable Community

Deferred to next meeting – information in reading material.

c. County Council Waste & Quarrying in North Yorkshire

Poster on notice board; consultation documents can be viewed at local library, district council main offices or on the website at www.northyorks.gov.uk/mwdf or telephone 0845 8727374 or email mwdf@northyorks.gov.uk for further details.

d. Graffiti

Police were notified.  North Yorkshire Cleansing department came out the following day.  Letter to be sent to thank them for their quick response.

15. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 5th September 2011 at 7.30pm in St Leonard’s Hall.

16. Closure of meeting
The meeting closed at 10.15 pm.

Chairman
…………………………………………  Date
…………………..
