Burton Leonard Parish Council

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Monday 5th September 2011 
at 7.30pm
Present: Cllrs Marie Barker (Vice Chairman) – MB, Avril Clarke – AC, Mark Snowdon (Chairman) – MS; Becky Coates (Clerk) – BC; County Cllr Heather Garnett – HG; District Cllr Ian Galloway – IG.    12 members of the public.

1. Receive apologies

Cllrs Paul Bappoo – PB, Rob Trewitt - RT
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda

MS items 10 & 11

AC items 10 & 11

3. Members of the public are invited to address the council

a) School Sign

Residents raised their concerns and believe that the Parish Council have caused delay due to their objections to the school sign which was promised by Highways 6-8 weeks from an email sent on 31st May.  Residents presented a petition to the Parish Council with 245 signatures urging the Parish Council to withdraw their objections to the school sign.  The petition was passed around the room.
The Parish council assured villagers at the meeting that it is in full support of the school sign and that it hopes to get the location of the sign finalised as soon as possible.  The delay, which is regretted by the Parish Council, is the result of procedures the council are obliged to follow and slow communications with Highways (20 day response period).  The Parish Council sought clarification and discussed different options for the sign with Highways; there were never any objections to having a sign.  The Parish Council has not given consent to locate the sign on the village green at this stage.  Consultation with residents opposite front street is underway, to locate the sign on the pavement opposite the entrance to the school.  
b) Highways right over 1m edge of village green

Residents said that they have confirmation in black and white that Highways have the right over the 1m edge of the village green.  However, following the request for documentation to substantiate this claim in an email on 4th August, Highways replied on 24th August to say that ‘NYCC Commons Registration Team confirmed that there is no indication of a proviso or agreement’ and therefore it cannot be confirmed in writing.
c) The Clerk’s Salary

The Clerk’s salary was questioned and the chairman confirmed that it was a nationally agreed rate according to a pay scale in line with the Clerk’s job description. 

d) Allegation that a letter from the WI was deliberately ignored
A letter was received from the WI dated 30 March 2011, in support of the school sign, although this part of the letter was mentioned in the meeting, it was thought that the part about a sign for the Sports field should be included on the agenda for the meeting in May and then regrettably it was overlooked.  BC to follow up. 
4. Such other business as, in the opinion of the chairman, should by reason of special circumstances, be considered as a matter of urgency
Drains exploded again outside Oakwood House – ongoing issue with Yorkshire Water.

5. Minutes of the meeting on Monday 1st August to be approved
The minutes were approved; MS proposed, MB seconded.

6. Planning applications
a. 6.68.136.A.FUL Erection of single storey extension at 8 West Terrace, Scarah Lane; to view, discuss and respond.

Discussions took place and the plans were viewed, a resident made a comment about it creating a blind corner, however no objections were raised; the cllrs all agreed to respond with no objections.

b. 6.68.175.FUL Erection of single storey extension and covered walkway at Curlew House, Common Balk Lane, Burton Leonard; to view, discuss and respond.
Discussions took place and the plans were viewed, no objections were raised; the cllrs all agreed to respond with no objections.

c. 6.68.57.B.FUL erection of two storey and first floor extension and installation of 1 roof light (Revised Scheme) at 3 Church Lane, planning permission granted 22nd August 2011; to be noted.

d. 6.68.128.F.FUL installation of 10 solar panels and heat reclaim to existing roof slopes at Thornfield Farm, Apron Lane, Burton Leonard, planning permission granted 19th August 2011; to be noted.

e. 6.68.51.F.FUL demolition of redundant barn and erection of semi-detached dwelling and 1.8m high boundary wall (site area 0.03ha) at Flatts House, Scarah Lane, Burton Leonard, planning permission granted 16 August 2011; to be noted.
7. Matters arising - Clerk’s progress report (for information only)
a)
North Yorkshire Highways 

Salt bin

We are still waiting for the salt bin to be delivered - it was paid for in April and Highways had promised to deliver by the end of July; it has been requested again.

e) External Audit

Mazars have completed the audit for the year ended 31 March 2011 and the certified Annual Return has been filed.  A notice of conclusion of the audit and right to inspect the Annual Return will be placed on the notice board and on the website.
f) School Access

All the information has been forwarded to the Yorkshire Local Council Association (YLCA) and the case is currently being looked at by the NALC solicitors.  They will be in touch to give their interpretation of the situation and then the Parish Council will be able to follow the advice given.
g) Water Fountain – Grade II Listed

Further investigation & enquiries are taking place; ongoing.  MS replacing some internal parts.  Thank you to the person who volunteered to clear some rubble on behalf of the Parish Council.
h) Traffic Mirror

Mirror to be placed on the post opposite blind corner near shop.  Ongoing - MS.  A suitable framework/post is required to attach to the tree.
8. Minerals & Waste Development Framework; Waste core strategy first consultation response form   There is no consensus form and cllrs can’t speak on behalf of everyone.
9. Sustainable Community Strategy; consultation underway until 23rd September, to refresh the existing strategy, the draft is available at www.nysp.org.uk/scs.  
10. Sign to identify the school location; an update.
Following our letter to three residents consulting them about the location of the sign on the pavement opposite Front Street we received one letter of support.  Another resident presented their objections to this location of the sign in the meeting.  This resident felt that rather than putting a sign up the yew trees should be maintained so that the school is more visible from the road.  The Parish Council confirmed that a site visit and report was completed 3 years ago and it was confirmed that the protected trees could not be removed and any pruning would cause them to die.  Cllrs agreed to re-visit this and arrange another meeting with HBC tree specialists – BC to follow up.

11. School access; an update.
The school are collating responses from residents in response to their letter at the end of July.

12. Declaration of interest; cllrs to renew their interest forms.
MS, AC & MB completed new forms to be returned to HBC.

13. Correspondence from Defra, following on from communications with MP Julian Smith, requesting specific proposals regarding green issues.
Cllrs have been asked to put specific proposals forward and have been advised that a public consultation of village greens has recently opened.  There is currently no system or mechanism for altering a registration of common land.  MS to circulate link to cllrs. Details have been forwarded to other Parish Councils who are experiencing similar issues.

14. Financial

a. Statement of accounts for the current financial year
All cllrs have a copy.  Payment received from Feast committee and payment has been made to Sheila Peacock who carried out the parish council’s internal audit.

b. Mazars external audit fee; £144 to pay.

MS proposed, MB seconded.

c. Farm & Land Services invoice for grounds maintenance; £326.40 to pay.

MS proposed, MB seconded.

d. Any urgent financial matters that have arisen since publication of this notice
Yorkshire Water estimated bill; BC to request meter to be replaced & reading taken.

Cheque for playground appeal; MS to follow up with Georgina Bordewich as it is felt that the appeal should have their own bank account.

15. Minor items and items for the next agenda

a. Trees
MB to speak to Mark Roberts re next action regarding tree removed on low green.

b. LDF Newsletter

A public consultation has started for urban areas and next year both urban and rural areas will be sent for final public enquiry.  The newsletter does give a link to a rural summary of the latest consultation responses.
c. Consultation meetings with NYCC

Meeting on Monday 5th March 2012, items for the agenda should be sent by 24th February, to be on January/February agendas.

d. Love food hate waste

Community training – poster for notice board.

e. Mayors charity ball & other fund raising events

Mayor’s Autumn Ball – Friday 11th November 2011 £40 per ticket, other events are also advertised on the notice board.
f. RHS ‘in bloom’

Publicise and let Mark Roberts know about it.

g. Snow clearer & gritter
MS to follow up.

h. Graffiti
The graffiti on Scarah Lane has been reported to the cleansing department.
i. Area of flooding

To be reported again to Highways – the area known as ‘gravel pit’s bend’ on Station Lane heading out towards Copgrove tends to flood in heavy rain.
16. Confidential items

17. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 3rd October 2011 at 7.30pm in St Leonard’s Hall.

18. Closure of meeting
The meeting closed at 10.30 pm.
Chairman
…………………………………………  Date
…………………..
