Burton Leonard Parish Council

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Monday 3rd October 2011 

at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Paul Bappoo – PB, Marie Barker (Vice Chairman) – MB, Avril Clarke – AC, Mark Snowdon (Chairman) – MS, Rob Trewhitt – RT; Becky Coates (Clerk) – BC; County Cllr Heather Garnett – HG; District Cllr Ian Galloway – IG.    14 members of the public.

1. Receive apologies

None

2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda

MS items 6 & 9
AC item 9

3. Members of the public are invited to address the council

None

4. Such other business as, in the opinion of the chairman, should by reason of special circumstances, be considered as a matter of urgency
None

5. Minutes of the meeting on Monday 5th September to be approved
The minutes were approved; MS proposed, MB seconded.

6. Maintenance of the High Green Yew Trees; a proposal to view and discuss.

The Parish Council approached HBC 3 years ago and at that time any works to be carried out were refused.  With recent suggestions from residents and information that has been brought to our attention regarding the poisonous berries; cllrs agreed to revisit the management/maintenance of these trees.  A meeting was held on Wednesday 21st September with Paul Casey who is a tree specialist from HBC.  Parts of Paul Casey’s email were read out in the meeting regarding the amenity assessment criteria which is met by 4 of the trees (which may get an automatic TPO).  Recommendations have been put forward that might be agreed to through a planning notification.  Option 1 – take out 6 out of 10 trees to allow remaining trees to stay healthy.  Option 2 – Crown lift those 6 trees instead to improve visibility.  Option 3 – No action.  Option 4 – treat as a hedge.  Within the guidelines that we have been given cllrs are here to action what the villagers want and are keen to find the best solution.  We are not aware of any damage that is being caused by the trees.  Approx. 25 letters were sent to residents directly affected by the trees, who live around the green.  Of these we received 5 responses; 3 against and 2 supporting the proposal of removing some of the trees.  Letter stated if no response we would presume in favour of the proposal to remove 6 trees.  A number of residents opposing very strongly.  The school governors said that they appreciate anything that would improve the visibility of the school and understand the restrictions concerned and residents to consider.  Poisonous berries – a matter of education and awareness.
Generally there was a positive feeling in the meeting that we should move forward with this and ensure that effective management of the trees should happen to preserve and enhance the trees.  Suggestion to remove the weakest trees under the sycamore tree and crown lift the rest.  Although this was suggested that it would be aesthetically unpleasing.  Further discussions to take place with Paul Casey and a final proposal to be put together, the importance of having his support was discussed as he is part of the planning process.  Cllrs to speak to opposing villagers who were not at the meeting to discuss and explain proposals.  
7. Planning applications
a. 6.68.146.F.FUL Installation of 40 photovoltaic panels to roof of barn at Woodlands Farm, Burton Leonard; to view, discuss and respond.

Actually to go on cattle shed roof which is south facing and can barely be seen.  No criteria to follow.  Cllrs agreed to respond with A: No objections.

b. 6.68.136.A.FUL Erection of single storey extension at 8 West Terrace, Scarah Lane – planning permission granted 19th September; to be noted.
c. 6.68.175.FUL Erection of single storey extension and covered walkway at Curlew House, Common Balk Lane, Burton Leonard – planning permission granted 22nd September; to be noted.
8. Matters arising - Clerk’s progress report (for information only)
a. North Yorkshire Highways 

(i) Salt bin

We are still waiting for the salt bin to be delivered - it was paid for in April and Highways had promised to deliver by the end of July; it has been requested again and again.  It has been confirmed that the cost of a new bin will not be supported by commuted sums money.

(ii) Flooding along Station Lane near ‘gravel pits’

The flooding issue has been reported and we have been informed that the drainage system is cleaned with a jetting machine and they are aware of the problem.  They are meeting to ascertain whether there are any funds available to undertake further clearing works which may assist in alleviating this problem.  We await their response.

(iii) The ‘gully grates’ on Station Lane have now been replaced.

b. Letter from WI dated 30th March

This letter should have been on the agenda in May and unfortunately it was overlooked, an apology to the WI has been made.

c. School Access

Ongoing.  All the information has been forwarded to the Yorkshire Local Council Association (YLCA) and the case is currently being looked at by the NALC solicitors.  We are expecting that they will be in touch to give their interpretation of the situation within the next couple of weeks.
d. Drains outside Oakwood House

Works are due to be carried out to the manhole outside Oakwood House by 12th October.  YW are putting a bend into the pipe work and refurbishing the connection in the manhole.  CCTV of the sewer has already been carried out and no defects have been found.  If problems continue we have been advised to keep reporting them to YW and they will carry out the necessary investigations required.  YW are communicating directly with Mr Dawson.  Job reference J689212.
e. Commuted Sums
Information has been sent to Sean Wright regarding commuted sums money expenditure, following a request for further information from the developer at the Orchards. 

f. Yorkshire Water

A meter reading has been requested for the water fountain by the church wall, a replacement meter has also been requested this will be assessed when they take the reading.

g. Water Fountain – Grade II Listed

Further investigation & enquiries are taking place; ongoing.
h. Traffic Mirror
Mirror to be placed on the post opposite blind corner near shop.  Ongoing - MS.

i. Low Green Trees
Tree maintenance is ongoing.

9. A statement in response to the petition regarding the school sign.
Improvements to the signage of the schools location have been made amidst some confusion and consternation.  At the last meeting, some residents expressed their concern regarding the delay in the erection of the sign.  The Parish Council acts upon the interests of the residents and the delay was a result of having to follow the necessary bureaucracy associated with such issues.  The Parish Council has to follow set procedures, protocols and guidelines.  Whilst consent was not given to site the sign on the green, ongoing discussions took place with the Highways Authority until a satisfactory conclusion was reached.  The Parish Council did not work in opposition to the sign, quite the contrary; they worked within the constraints imposed on them to reach the best possible solution for the sign.  Delays, although regrettable, were not the fault of the Parish Council and ultimately what the Parish Council, school and residents all requested has now happened.
10. Preparations for winter – proposal to purchase a push along foot path grit spreader – CT2208 £121.99; to discuss & agree.

Purchase of a footpath spreader was discussed to prepare for winter.  IG warned that we would need a stick to give it a prod to make it work! 2 tonnes of salt grit to be bought and kept – one at each end of the village, volunteers are needed to store it and help grit the paths prior to snow fall.  
MS proposed, MB seconded.

11. Declaration of interest; cllr RT to renew their interest forms.
Form filled in by RT and returned.

12. Correspondence from Defra, following on from communications with MP Julian Smith, requesting specific proposals regarding green issues.
Comments from interested parties to review the law of commons & greens – 1825.  Communications with other parish councils with similar issues; discussions are ongoing, current legislation seems very out of date.  Most of the consultation is not applicable but area about movement around greens is.  It is open to general comments to be put forward – power to grant access – restrictions – how would we want to handle that power?  Mostly it is geared up for developers but there is an opportunity to put comments forward.  The register of greens is fixed and cannot be altered easily – more accessible way of making changes to village greens – any proposals should apply generally.  Interested parties such as the open spaces society, National Trust, local councils & developers are invited to make comments to shape policy for the future.  What can we do to make it easier to solve problems we have?  Information link requested to be sent to school governors.
13. Community Library Service
Within the village there was only 5 regular users of the mobile library service.  It was thought that we could encourage something else but the usage too low.  There is a home delivery service run by volunteers and also there are books in the shop.

14. Financial

a. Statement of accounts for the current financial year
All cllrs have a copy.  The 2nd precept instalment has been received.

b. Clerk’s salary; £579.74 to pay.
MS proposed, MB seconded.

c. Farm & Land Services invoice for grounds maintenance 18/8 to 9/9; £244.80 to pay.

MS proposed, MB seconded.

d. Any urgent financial matters that have arisen since publication of this notice
None

15. Minor items and items for the next agenda

a. Review of parliamentary constituencies
Magazine notes – web link for information. Consulting on the proposals until 5 December 2011.  Details of public hearings to be held in each region can be found on this website, together with further information.  www.independent.gov.uk/boundarycommissionforengland
b. Queen’s Jubilee

Magazine notes to ensure that anyone organising events are co-ordinating with each other – proposed details to be sent to the clerk – list can be published on the website.

16. Confidential items

17. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 7th November 2011 at 7.30pm in St Leonard’s Hall.
18. Closure of meeting
The meeting closed at 9.25pm.

Chairman
…………………………………………  Date
…………………..
