Burton Leonard Parish Council

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Monday 5th October 2009 at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Paul Bapoo – PB, Marie Barker (Vice Chairman) – MB, Avril Clarke – AC, Mark Snowdon (Chairman) – MS, Rob Trewitt – RT; Becky Coates (Clerk) – BC; and 2 members of the public.

1. Receive apologies

County Cllr Heather Garnett – HG, District Cllr Ian Galloway - IG
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda
None

3. Members of the public are invited to address the council
None

4. Such other business as, in the opinion of the chairman, should by reason of special circumstances, be considered as a matter of urgency
a)
Missing cats & dogs
MS has spoken to local police about the increasing numbers of missing cats and dogs in the village, they were unaware of the problem.

5. Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 7th September 2009 to be approved
The minutes were approved.  MS proposed, MB seconded.

6. Planning 

a. 6.68.146.E.EXTP Woodlands Farm, planning permission was granted on 21st September 09, subject to its removal and land restored to its former condition within two years of this date.
b. 6.68.170.FUL Cherry Trees, Mill Lane, planning permission was granted on 15th September 09.
7. Matters arising – Clerk’s progress report (for information only)
a)
Village water pump

BC/MS met Ian Blackburn from Blackburn Engineering, Ripon on Tuesday 8th September who thought that he would be able to help but needed to come back with the appropriate tools to have a look inside.  BC chased him on 22nd September, he will visit again soon.

b)
North Yorkshire Highways

The issues that are ongoing are as follows:
i) Kerbing on high green – see agenda 9.

ii) Speed Assessment & Signage

Further work is required in relation to the request for matrix signs and the Highways inspector needs to consider whether the village complies with the protocol for VAS signs.  The Highway inspector will also check the school signs for suitability.  A date for this visit has yet to be confirmed.

iii) SLOW linage marking in wrong place

This issue is still being investigated although we have been told it has already been reported to the contractors and will be put right.

iv) Grass crete verge – highways are prioritising all funded projects

Donna Hodgson and James Malcolm will be writing to all Parish Councils with active bids in the next couple of months to update them on the progress in this matter.  BC to find out when this will happen.
c)
WI letter re area at top of Station Lane

BC awaiting contact from NYCC to confirm whether this area is maintainable highway, contact to call back Tuesday 6th October.

d)
Trees on low green

Mark Roberts has agreed to prune the bottom of the trees on the green.

8. Low Green Drainage – an update.
Yvonne Watson has been regular contact with Yorkshire Water who are leaning towards accepting responsibility and agreeing to investigate with cameras.  Yvonne has offered to follow this up and arrange for them to carry out the necessary investigations with MS and Nick Sambidge present.  Information has been received from Nick Sambidge with recommendations of investigation; the Parish Council thanked both Nick and Yvonne for their help in this matter.  

9. High Green Kerbing – an update/quotes/materials
The purpose of this project is to protect the green from further erosion caused by cars over time.  Cllrs have met to see materials for kerbing.  Cllrs agreed that granite sets would be appropriate.  Plans, which have been agreed by North Yorkshire Highways, were discussed.  Cllrs talked about the option of having the kerbing at 45 degree angle or vertical and majority vote concluded that in the most part kerbing would be vertical but blended into 45 degrees at the corners.  Quotes have been obtained as follows: Balfour Beatty £6,275, Nick Spence £5,550, Hacs £4390, Pat McDaid £4250, all quotes exclusive of VAT.  Cllrs agreed to go ahead with Pat McDaid upon receipt of confirmation on letter headed paper with more detail of the work to be carried out and clarification of double sets laid on the corner.  PB to arrange this clarification with confirmed timescales.  BC to send letter of acceptance upon receipt of this.  BC to speak to Sean Wright and get the ball rolling regarding commuted sums claim and cllrs agreed to use all of the money available to use for Amenity Green Spaces & Green Corridors - £916.83.  This will involve sending project information and quotes.
10. Traffic mirror to improve road safety to be located outside the church entrance opposite the shop.
We have received a letter from the Parochial Church Council granting permission to put a mirror up on the sign post outside the entrance of the church to improve road safety at that junction.  BC to liaise with PB and obtain quotes for acrylic mirror and measure distance required.

11. Standing Orders to review

Deferred to next meeting, MS and BC to meet to discuss and email draft to cllrs.

12. Views sought regarding HBC’s budget for 2010/2011 and proposed Council Tax increases.

Cash efficiency savings of 2%, review of spending, increase projected at 2.5% next year.  Very poor survey.  MS to respond accordingly.

13. Election to fill five vacancies for Parish Council’s Representatives, to be returned by 12th October.
Election representatives were discussed and cllrs made 3 votes.

14. Winter Service Salt bins & heaps

All bins have been refilled.  Cllrs thought there are sufficient bins for the village.

15. Community Chest

Grant aid scheme available to apply between 14th September and 27th November 2009 for projects, grants up to £5,000 are available.  Application forms & guidance notes can be downloaded via www.harrogate.gov.uk/voluntary 
16. Recycling Talk – would our village benefit or be interested in a talk?

Cllrs discussed whether people would benefit and it was decided that it would be difficult to get people interested and to attend.  BC to put in magazine notes about village benefit if people use the bottle banks outside the hall to raise money for the church.

17. Financial
a. Statement of accounts for the current financial year
All cllrs have a copy.  

b. Clerk’s salary (July to September) £574.02 to pay

MS proposed, MB seconded.  

c. Yorkshire Water - £7.21 to pay
MS proposed, MB seconded, payment agreed and to be arranged upon receipt of a new cheque book.

d. Any urgent financial matters that have arisen since publication of this notice
None

18. Minor items and items for the next agenda
a.
Communication

Need to improve communication and village involvement, cllrs discussed the possibility of a newsletter and social evening.  To be added to the next agenda.
19. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 2nd November 2009 at 7.30pm in St Leonards Hall.

20. Closure of meeting
The meeting closed at 10.00pm.

Chairman
………………………………………………Dated........………………
