Burton Leonard Parish Council

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Monday 7th December 2009 at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Paul Bapoo – PB, Marie Barker (Vice Chairman) – MB, Avril Clarke – AC, Mark Snowdon (Chairman) – MS, Rob Trewitt – RT; District Cllr Ian Galloway - IG; County Cllr Heather Garnett – HG; Becky Coates (Clerk) – BC; and 2 members of the public.

1. Receive apologies

None

2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda

None

3. Members of the public are invited to address the council
a) Mill Lane Hedge
The hedge on the left going out of the village on Mill Lane needs cutting back.  BC to approach Taylor
b)
30mph signs
Request to move the sign further out of the village on Mill Lane.  To be suggested to Highways when they visit regarding village signage.
c) Hazard
The driveway of the house next to the bus stop on Mill Lane seems to be causing a hazard; the gravel is getting onto the road and into the guttering.  MS to investigate and speak to the owners if necessary.

d) Parking bay Mill Lane

Funding has been granted for the grass verge on Mill Lane to become a grass crete parking bay, we are awaiting for confirmation of details.
4. Such other business as, in the opinion of the chairman, should by reason of special circumstances, be considered as a matter of urgency
None

5. Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 2nd November 2009 to be approved
The minutes were approved.  MS proposed, MB seconded.
6. Planning 

a. 6.68.KIOSK BT consultation on the proposed removal of public payphone and invitation to adopt the kiosk; to discuss and respond. 
Cllrs feel that losing this facility would be detrimental to the village.  The details state that Burton Leonard have full network coverage but the signal is very poor. The deadline of 17th December has given us no time to consult with the public and to find out its significance to the village.  On 3rd November PB called BT to find out if the kiosk was on the list to be removed and he was reassured that it was not.  We have not been given the 90 day consultation period that is stated in the details.  BT should be liable and responsible for the telephone kiosk maintenance.  The Parish Council strongly objects to the removal of the telephone service and the kiosk.  If in the worst case scenario the telephone service is removed, the parish council would be interested in adopting the kiosk.
b. 6.68.171.FUL erection of a two storey side and a single storey rear extension at Cherry Tree House, Straight Lane, Burton Leonard, planning permission was granted on 17th November 2009.
7. Matters arising – Clerk’s progress report (for information only)
a)
North Yorkshire Highways

Apparently schemes are being discontinued and prioritised as there is not enough budget, HG has promised to keep us updated.  The issues that are ongoing are as follows:

i) Speed Assessment & Signage

Further work is required in relation to the request for matrix signs and the Highways inspector needs to consider whether the village complies with the protocol for VAS signs.  The Highway inspector will also check the school signs for suitability.  Debbie Swatman will be undertaking this work early in the new year and she will keep the parish council updated with any progress.

ii) SLOW linage marking in wrong place

This issue is still being investigated although we have been told it has already been reported to the contractors and will be put right.  As above.

iii) Grass crete verge – highways are prioritising all funded projects

All Harrogate Rural Safety Scheme projects for our village will be confirmed to us in writing, it is unknown when this will happen.
b)
WI letter re area at top of Station Lane

Highways Inspector, Malcolm Smurthwaite, has confirmed that the hedge is a boundary hedge which the highway authority are not responsible for.  They have stated that it is the responsibility of the property owners who have access on the lane behind it to keep it cut back.  BC to write to the owners of the three houses.
c)
Low Green Drainage

Communication has been made with Nick Sambidge and Yorkshire Water has carried out some investigation; however their maps are different and show only one drain pipe going into the manhole in front of the Methodist Chapel, rather than the five pipes according to our records.  YW are checking the records and will be in touch within 2-3 weeks and hopefully will clear the drains in question.  This will ease the problem...  

However, there seems to be a much wider problem of land drainage which stems from a natural spring which is causing damage to some properties and areas in the village.  Further investigation is required to establish the extent of the problem and how seriously people are being affected.  This spring may be the cause of the flooding on the green.  There is a small group of people in the village who may be happy to form a committee.  Could MS call Nick to discuss this further?
d)
High Green Kerbing

The work to the high green has been completed, grass seed will be given to PB which we can sow in Spring.

e)
Bus Service

Bishop Monkton tried to improve the bus facilities through their village but to no avail.  It is thought that if we try and apply more pressure then we may get further.  Exactly what do we want to achieve, through which service?  Is it possible to have a shuttle bus service to A61 to link to the No 36 Ripon-Harrogate-Leeds route?  HG to look into it and raise again with the service provider.
f)
Water Fountain – Grade II Listed

Planning permission is not required to do the necessary repairs, however, it may be necessary to get listed building consent.  BC to contact Owen Barton and follow up.

g) 
Traffic Mirror


Ongoing.
8. The Model Code of Conduct to formally adopt

The model was discussed and clarification about personal and prejudicial interests was given.  Cllrs agreed to adopt the code; MS proposed, MB seconded.
9. Standing Orders to review
These were discussed and reviewed; cllrs agreed to adopt the standing orders; MS proposed, MB seconded.

10. Newsletter; to decide whether a quarterly newsletter would benefit the community
All cllrs to email BC re information they would like to be on the newsletter, further discussion to take place about design and layout.

11. Letter from Governors at Burton Leonard School regarding speed and volume testing in the village and improving school signs; to discuss.
BC to respond with an update regarding Highways, and reminder of the Parish Council meetings.  MB to attend school meeting in February if there is any further information to put forward to the school. Is it possible to have a Lollypop person?  Is there any information that is relevant to us in the school travel/traffic plan?

12. Rural Action Yorkshire; feedback from the meeting on Tuesday 24th November.

Discussions took place about setting up a separate committee to put together a parish plan which would involve conducting a village questionnaire to establish what villagers wish for and what priorities people have.  Reservations were raised about a wish list not being reality but a possible way of getting the evidence of what matters to people.  The Parish Council need to generate some interest.  There are avenues of funding, PB to email information to Cllrs.  Rural Action Yorkshire have a website which is very useful but has a membership fee.  More thought/discussion required to take forward.
13. Yorkshire Credit Union; feedback from the meeting.

No current account available but possibly next year, up to £10,000 guaranteed with 2% interest rate – available in June 2010. 

14. Village Greens; to discuss parking and damage incurred.

People are continuing to drive on the greens and park on grassed curbs and verges, further investigation required and contact with Highways.

15. Financial
a. Statement of accounts for the current financial year
All cllrs have a copy.  
b. Set Budget for 2010/11; review expenditure from 2008/09 and 2009/10.
The budget has been set.

c. Precept; to agree demand.
Cllrs agreed to make a precept demand of £5500 which reflects the budget required for 2010/11 expenditure, this is the same demand as previous years.

d. Invoice from Pat McDaid for works to high green; £4887.50 to pay.
MS proposed, MB seconded.

e. Invoice from Mark Roberts for work to bench on Apron Corner; £240.45 to pay.

MS proposed, MB seconded.

f. Society of Local Council Clerks Membership Renewal; £95 to pay.

MS proposed, MB seconded.

g. Any urgent financial matters that have arisen since publication of this notice
None

16. Minor items and items for the next agenda

None

17. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 11th January 2010 at 7.30pm in St Leonards Hall.

18. Closure of meeting
The meeting closed at 10.25pm.

Chairman
………………………………………………Dated........………………
