Burton Leonard Parish Council

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Monday 4th April 2011 at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Paul Bappoo – PB, Marie Barker (Vice Chairman) – MB, Avril Clarke – AC, Mark Snowdon (Chairman) – MS, Rob Trewitt - RT; District Cllr Ian Galloway – IG; Becky Coates (Clerk) – BC.    3 members of the public including the Chair of Governors from Burton Leonard School.

1. Receive apologies

County Cllr Heather Garnett – HG
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda

AC items 7 and 10 
MS item 7

3. Members of the public are invited to address the council

None

4. Such other business as, in the opinion of the chairman, should by reason of special circumstances, be considered as a matter of urgency

None

5. Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 7th March 2011 to be approved 

The minutes were approved; MS proposed, MB seconded.

6. Matters arising – Clerk’s report (for information only)
a) North Yorkshire Highways 

i) Harrogate Rural Safety Scheme - Mill lane parking bay project

Edging of parking bay filled on Mill Lane? BC to check and follow up.
b) Litter pick

The litter pick was carried out by Cllrs and villagers and also Sam & Max Crompton, who were raising money for their world challenge trip to Cambodia and Vietnam in July 2012, during which they will be spending a week doing charity work in an orphanage or school.  I’m sure you’ll agree they’ve done a great job of tidying the village.

c) Grounds maintenance grant

This has been applied for and the grant will be credited to our account.

d) Water Fountain – Grade II Listed
The stop tap has been turned on again causing water to leak and an expense to the Parish Council.  A reading was given to Yorkshire Water on 4th April.
e) Traffic Mirror
Quotes from supplier & mirror to be placed on the post – MS to email cllrs.

7. Burton Leonard School access over the green & maintenance; an update and to discuss.

The school have stated that they cannot enter another informal agreement.  They have said that if there is an issue with the maintenance of the access road then the school would not expect the Parish Council to take responsibility.  If there is an issue further down the line the school will have to sort it out together with the residents who use and benefit from the access road.  The school have refused to enter into any agreement with the Parish Council.  There is a requirement for regular ongoing maintenance of drains.  The tarmac road was put in at the request of the school in return for maintenance of the green in 1970, and has always been a benefit to the residents at no cost.  The access road should not be used as a car park by the school.  Cllrs requested that the school take some responsibility and commitment for the maintenance of the access road in return for it’s use.  If the road requires repairs the school could ask for the residents support but they cannot be forced.  Should the access road require maintenance of road surface or utility drainage in the future, the Parish Council will insist the school carries out the repair.
8. Grounds maintenance; an update.
Farm & Land services have been instructed to undertake the grounds maintenance contract for Burton Leonard and to cut all of the public green areas.

9. Request for a grant towards costs of Royal Wedding Celebration; to discuss & agree.
A £300 grant was agreed and authorised by a resolution of the council; payment made under the Local Government Act 1972 S137.  A covering letter to be sent with the cheque that stipulates the money can be used for general running costs of the event or commemorative gifts for ALL children in the village whether they attend the event or not.  Copies of receipts for costs should be given to the Clerk, together with any left over money.
MS proposed; MB seconded – cheque to be written out when confirmed to whom it should be written out to.

10. Letter from the Hammonds regarding signage for the school; to discuss & respond.

The Parish Council had a meeting with Highways in November 2010 to discuss possible ways to improve the village signs and especially the school signs to raise awareness of it’s location.  Since then we have been told that there is no funding to progress changes.  The Parish Council will use the letter from the Hammonds as leverage to get some action for critical improvements to the school signage and to involve County Cllr Heather Garnett who is a liaison with Highways. 
11. Letter from the Pitts regarding the deteriorating condition of Lime Kilns Lane & Scarah Lane; to discuss & respond.

Necessary road maintenance requirements have been reported to Highways many times.  Write again to request specific details of their last assessment of Burton Leonard roads and when full maintenance will take place, cc HG and resident.

12. Harrogate Borough Council Waste Collection Review
In 2012 another wheelie bin will be supplied for household refuse (to replace the black bag system) which will be collected fortnightly.  The alternate week will be a recycle collection which will include cardboard and plastic, another box will be supplied by HBC.  

13. Parish Council Community Group – Bulb scheme; to choose either a bag of daffodils (300 bulbs) or bag of crocus (500 corms).

Cllrs agreed to order a bag of crocus corms.  These will be available to collect in October 2011.

14. Path gritter & grit for Mill Lane bin

Possibility of buying a path gritter for next winter was discussed.  Mr Hammond said that it could be kept at the farm.  Also possibly buy grit/salt in the summer for a better price.  MS to progress.
15. Village trees assessment for maintenance; an update.

Lime trees – side branches need trimming.  Oak tree at top needs dead wooding – may need planning – conservation area TPOs.  Low green – first tree fine, 2nd tree is a dying plum which needs removing & replacing, 3rd cherry tree on corner fine, 4th tree plum needs crown thinning, 5th Hawthorn needs pruning.   5 trees along Sunnyside need pruning.  Awaiting costings for work from Mark Roberts – MB to follow up.

16. Financial

a) Statement of accounts for the current financial year 
All cllrs have a copy.

b) Clerk’s salary – January to March; £579.74 to pay.
MS proposed; MB seconded.

c) Clerk’s annual expenses with receipts; £40.84 to pay.
MS proposed; MB seconded.

d) Invoice for new salt bin, Mill Lane; £99.88 to pay & request green bin.
MS proposed; MB seconded.

e) Yorkshire Local Councils Associations membership renewal; £224 to pay.
MS proposed; MB seconded.

f) St Leonard’s Church Hall hire – 14 meetings at £8; £112 to pay.
MS proposed; MB seconded.

g) Any urgent financial matters that have arisen since publication of this notice 
Yorkshire Water; £30.94 to pay.

MS proposed; MB seconded.

17. Minor items and items for the next agenda

a) Electricity

Works have finished on Sunnyside Gardens, MS to approach Woods.

b) Triangle Green repairs

PB researched concrete mushroom type things to put onto green to prevent people driving and damaging the green – cllrs not keen because of wagons.  

c) Lime Kilns Quarry

Fenced area gives no access for pushchairs – MS to follow up.

d) Street Lights

The Old Hall light is now working!

e) TV digital switch over

Assistance is available to help elderly residence with switch over in September, this will be publicised nearer the time.

18. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be the Open and Annual meeting held on Monday 9th May 2011 at 7.30pm in St Leonard’s Hall.

19. Closure of meeting

The meeting closed at 10.15 pm.
Chairman ………………………………………………………….…Dated........……………… 

