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30 November 2011

Dear Friends and Neighbours

My name is Adie Roberts and | live in Wormald Green. | have a husband and two children and my mother in law
living with me and have been here for around 5 years. Before | get onto my point | would just like to say | love

living here - we have so much beautiful countryside and heritage on our doorstep and the people are lovely too!

We all live with the constant presence of the A61, but I think it's become much worse in terms of the speed of
traffic in the time | have lived here. My son recently started secondary school in Harrogate, gets the bus and |
walk him to the stop each morning and collect him each evening. This has really opened my eyes to the speed at
which cars are driving through our village. About 2 weeks ago, at 7.50 am | was walking to the bus stop (towards
Harrogate) as normal and was AMAZED to see a car overtake another car on the inside, mounting the grass

verge and driving in what | can only describe as a completely reckless and dangerous way, without care at all for

pedestrians. You can still just about see the wheel marks on the grass. If the timing had been different or if he

had skidded, | might not be writing this now. | just wish | had time to get the registration number.

In addition Wormald Green's junctions (Burton Leonard, Petrol Station and Station Lane, the turnoff from

Markington) have become increasingly hazardous for all motorists from all the surrounding villages, as we know

there have been accidents.

I think Wormald Green has changed since | came to live here and it's not just the speed of cars. When we moved
into our development there were 4 kids - there are now 11, some of whom are older and walk to the bus stop

alone. It genuinely does seem like a serious accident waiting to happen. I'd like to take some action.

In terms of goals (some of which may be a bit ambitious but it's worth aiming high) I'd like to propose that :
e Wormald Green to become a 30mph zone (like Killinghall)
® Amuch safer level crossing be provided for pedestrians on the A61
e Improved lighting

®  Rumble strips (as at Killinghall)

¢ Railings the length of the road to protect pedestrians from the above mentioned mad driving

I'have done a couple of things already:




[image: image2.jpg]1. Icalled NYCC and outlined my concerns. They have come back (and | sympathise hugely with what they
have said) and said the obvious - there is no money

2. NYCCsaid | should call the police. | did this and within 3 hours PC Sharon Wilson, our Community Officer
was round in my house. She was very helpful and said that the first step towards increased safety for
our community was to speak to the Parish Council.

3. Amazingly there was a Parish Meeting that evening so | went and voices my concerns. | was pleased to

see two other neighbours from Wormald Green at the meeting - voicing similar concerns and worries

about the speed that vehicles are passing through our vi

requested PC Wilson to ask the Fire Department to conduct some speed analysis here. That will happen

as soon as it can be processed.

The underlying message is clear however, until there is a fatality it is unlikely that any action will be taken,
unless we lobby and lobby hard. | know life is busy (mine is crazy most of the time!) but if we ALL did the

following it would make a real impression:

e Ring up NYCC and voice concerns - 0845 8 72 73 74

e Ring up the Police and report the increased speed we must all have noticed 0845 60 60 24 7

e  Attend the next Parish Council meeting on 30 January and voice concerns and see what the follow up is
from last Monday's meeting (28 November) - held in Markington School

e Write to your MP. | have made an appointment to see him on 16 December since it is by appointment
only . The times and date of his surgeries are on line. He is Julian Smith (Con) his next surgery is Friday

16 December - Ripon, Community House, 4 — 5.30pm

I hope this resonates with you alll | would hate to see our community ravaged by a major accident and if the

road was safer | can see us all having much more to do with each other in the future! Please do what you can.

Kind regards
Adie Roberts

adieroberts@yahoo.co.uk, 01765 676451





