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Mountgarret Estates have agreed to continue to allow local residents to use a permissive path which connects two public 

footpaths as shown on the following map.  In previous years the path was taken through the trees, however now the path 

runs down the side of the hedgerow.  The headland has been widened slightly to allow for this.  The Parish Council have 

agreed to divert part of the public footpath which normally runs diagonally across the field to continue along the 

hedgerow (as shown on the map) so that the crops are not disturbed in the field.  We hope that the Estate will put up signs 

in the near future to ensure walkers are aware of these changes. 

 

 

HIGHWAYS 
A number of potholes have been reported for maintenance on all the roads throughout the village, the Highways Inspector 

is due to be assessing the roads and the gullies, some of which have already been cleared.  Also as you have probably 

noticed drainage works have been carried out on Station Lane out of the village by ‘gravel pitts’, the new drains are now 

in situ so hopefully the road will no longer flood as it has in recent years.  At long last this has been achieved after 5 years 

of pestering Highways and at a cost of £30,000 of County Council budget. 

 

PARKING 
The village is becoming very congested with cars parked on the road side, while many older properties do not have any 

parking facilities, it is clear that some houses with garages/parking areas are not using them and for whatever reason 

villagers are parking on the road. This is causing congestion and inconvenience to other villagers especially when larger 

vehicles are passing through the village or when the recycling is being collected. Also, some villagers are parking half on 

the pavement and in some cases completely obstructing the pavement! This forces pedestrians including parents with 

pushchairs to step out on to the road.  Please be considerate to your fellow villagers and park responsibly and if you have 

the space to park your car off the road then use it! Please be reminded not to park on the village greens and verges as 

they are easily damaged especially with the amount of wet weather recently. 
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VANDALISM 
There have been recent incidents of vandalism at St 

Leonards Church where conkers and stones have been 

thrown and several window panes were smashed on two 

separate occasions. Please be vigilant and keep an eye out 

for suspicious behaviour.  These incidents have been 

reported to the police and subsequently there will be more 

frequent police patrols in the village. 

 

BROADBAND 
The uptake of Superfast Broadband in the village has 

exceeded expectations.  The initial installation of 100 

broadband circuits was taken up quickly, meaning BT 

Openreach had to upgrade the Broadband equipment in our 

cabinet at the end of October.  We now have 144 broadband 

circuits in total, 40 of which are still available for new 

subscribers. 

 

LDF DEVELOPMENT FLATTS HOUSE 
We have received notification that the District Sites & 

Policies Document (DPD) previously known as Local 

Development Framework (LDF) has been submitted to the 

Secretary of State for independent examination on 

29th November 2013.  A public enquiry is likely to take place 

in Spring 2014.  If you require further info please email the 

Planning Policy team at planningpolicy@harrogate.gov.uk or 

phone 01423 556586. 

 

DOG FOULING 

Once again we must ask dog walkers to be considerate when 

walking their dog and if it fouls then pick it up and put it in 

a bin or take it home, there are a number of bins around the 

village that can be used! One villager on Scarah lane 

constantly has to remove dog mess from their drive, also on 

Straight Lane (from Birkhills to the Monkton Road) there is a 

large amount of dog mess which appears to be from the 

same dog. This lane is used by a lot of walkers, runners & 

cyclists so please pick it up!! If you see anyone allowing 

their dog to foul or leaving bags in hedges or on grass verges 

you can report them confidentially to the Dog Warden on 

01423 500600. 
 

LOW GREEN 
As many of you already know a lot of work and investigation 

has taken place on the low green and new drains have been 

installed.  We were lucky to secure a grant of £6130 from 

WREN in order to carry out the works to alleviate the 

flooding.  Once the new grass seed is established the fencing 

will be taken down and it can be used as normal.  We would 

like to say a big thank you to Nick Sambidge and everyone 

involved, for all their time and help. 

 

DAFFODILS 
We have again received a huge bag of daffodil bulbs from 

the HBC planting scheme.  A massive thank you to Walter, 

Chris, Paul, John, Derek, Becky and Harriet for planting the 

bulbs on the low green where it has been re-seeded after 

the new drains have been installed.  We will look forward to 

seeing them in Spring! 

 

LITTER PICK 
We will be holding our annual village litter pick on Saturday 

22nd M arch, meeting at 10am on the low green.  Adults 

with or without children welcome, we need as much help as 

possible – many hands make light work.  Equipment will be 

provided such as bags, tabards, gloves & pickers.  We hope 

to see you there! 

 

TOUR DE FRANCE – SATURDAY 5TH JULY 
For information purposes, could you let the Parish Council 

know if you intend to use your land for any TDF activity such 

as parking, camping or any celebrations in the village?  

Please note the A61 from Ripon to Harrogate will be closed 

from approximately 10.30am for at least 8 hours.  The key 

Borough Council TDF contact dedicated to our area can be 

contacted by email: Helen.suckling@harrogate.gov.uk. 

 

RECYCLING 
To Note: Garden waste collections will resume on Friday 

21st March with the rest of the recycling in green week. 

Please take responsibility for your recycling when putting it 

out for collection, take care not to let it fly away in the 

wind!  

 

LOCAL MP 
If you have an issue that you would like to raise with Julian 

Smith MP there are some surgery times on the notice board 

or you can make an appointment to see him by calling 020 

7219 7145 or email Julian.smith.mp@parliament.uk . 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held in St Leonard’s Hall on 

Monday 3rd March 2014 at 7:30pm, members of the public 

are invited to raise their concerns and observe the business 

of the meeting. 

 

 

Councillors 

Paul Bappoo 

Marie Barker (Chairman) 

Avril Clarke  

Chris Whapples 

Walter Woods (Vice chairman) 

Clerk – Rebecca Coates 

3 Burnett Close – 677963 

 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: www.burtonleonard.org.uk 

If you would like information posted on the website, please contact the clerk. 
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